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Romans 11:1-16 
 
 
Romans 10:16-18 NLT 
“But not everyone welcomes the Good News, for Isaiah the prophet said, 
“Lord, who has believed our message?” So faith comes from hearing, that 
is, hearing the Good News about Christ. But I ask, have the people of Israel 
actually heard the message? Yes, they have: “The message has gone 
throughout the earth, and the words to all the world.”” 
 
Though the Gospel has gone out, not all have believed the report. Many yet 
chose to reject the Good News of Christ. Paul would have us know that 
NOT ALL JEWS obeyed the command to believe in Christ. Only a 
REMNANT believed the gospel. 
 
SO: 
 
Evidence of Temporary Rejection (Romans 11:1-10) 
 

1. Has God cast away His people? 

 
A. “I am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin)—
Paul himself is a Jew. If God had completely rejected the Jews, He would 
not have called Paul to be an apostle. Paul is living proof that God has not 
completely rejected the Jewish people. 
 
 
Romans 11:2-6 



1. “No, God has not rejected his own people, whom he chose from the 
very beginning. Do you realize what the Scriptures say about this? 
Elijah the prophet complained to God about the people of Israel and 
said, “Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your 
altars. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me, too.” 
And do you remember God’s reply? He said, “No, I have 7,000 others 
who have never bowed down to Baal!” It is the same today, for a few 
of the people of Israel have remained faithful because of God’s 
grace—his undeserved kindness in choosing them. And since it is 
through God’s kindness, then it is not by their good works. For in 
that case, God’s grace would not be what it really is—free and 
undeserved.” 

 
Observe the SOVEREIGNTY of God! 
 
God has not cast aside His people which He foreknew! From the very 
beginning, God knew the end—how things would turn out—who would 
be saved and who would not—the elect of God He already knew in 
advance! 
 
“God knew the final outcome of Israel when the covenant was first made, 
and yet He chose Israel to be the beneficiary of His covenant, and HE DID 
NOT MAKE A MISTAKE!!! 
 
Romans 11:3 NLT 

1. ““Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars. I 
am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me, too.”” 

 
These are the words of the prophet Elijah—he is in the midst of a spiritual 
meltdown or having a pity party! In short, he is DISCOURAGED.  
 
A. Elijah believes he is the only witness left! 
 
B. They are seeking his life! 



 
 
God’s Response 
 
Romans 11:4 NLT 
“And do you remember God’s reply? He said, “No, I have 7,000 others 
who have never bowed down to Baal!”” 
 
Elijah thought the entire nation of Israel had fallen away—not realizing 
that God had not cast away His people. The remnant was evidence or proof 
of God not having cast off His people. The remnant in Paul’s day was proof 
of His FAITHFULNESS—even now. 
 
 
Romans 11:5 NLT 
“It is the same today, for a few of the people of Israel have remained 
faithful because of God’s grace—his undeserved kindness in choosing 
them.” 
 
Though it appeared that Israel has abandoned God altogether, Paul 
reminds us that a remnant—a small number probably—chosen/election by 
God, had remained faithful. God is and will never without a witness. The 
weightier point is this: GOD HAS NOT ABANDONED HIS CHOSEN 
PEOPLE! His word remains—they shall be a blessing unto the nations!!! 
Yet not every biological Jew shall be saved, just as not every Gentile shall 
be saved. 
 
 
Romans 11:6 NLT 
“And since it is through God’s kindness, then it is not by their good works. 
For in that case, God’s grace would not be what it really is—free and 
undeserved.” 
 
Scripture informs us that we are save by GRACE THROUGH FAITH—not 
of works so that no one can boast. The Jews sought to work for 
righteousness while Abraham, the father of faith, was declared righteous 
because he believed God! Abraham is further evidence that GRACE AND 



WORKS are mutually exclusive! The remnant of the Jews that was saved, 
were saved by GRACE—the gift of God. 
 
 
Romans 11:7 NLT 
“So this is the situation: Most of the people of Israel have not found the 
favor of God they are looking for so earnestly. A few have—the ones God 
has chosen—but the hearts of the rest were hardened.” 
 
The elect of God in Israel is evidence that God is at work providing 
salvation to those that believed while those who refused to accept the truth 
are being disciplined! The NKJV version says they have been BLINDED, 
while the NLT says “their hearts have been hardened.” 
 
The Greek word translated blinded means hardened or calloused. We see 
another instance of this in Mark 3:1-6 NLT: 
 
“Jesus went into the synagogue again and noticed a man with a deformed 
hand. Since it was the Sabbath, Jesus’ enemies watched him closely. If he 
healed the man’s hand, they planned to accuse him of working on the 
Sabbath. Jesus said to the man with the deformed hand, “Come and stand 
in front of everyone.” Then he turned to his critics and asked, “Does the 
law permit good deeds on the Sabbath, or is it a day for doing evil? Is this a 
day to save life or to destroy it?” But they wouldn’t answer him. He looked 
around at them angrily and was deeply saddened by their hard hearts. 
Then he said to the man, “Hold out your hand.” So the man held out his 
hand, and it was restored! At once the Pharisees went away and met with 
the supporters of Herod to plot how to kill Jesus.” 
Mark 3:1-6 NLT 
 
 
Romans 11:8 NLT 
“As the Scriptures say, “God has put them into a deep sleep. To this day he 
has shut their eyes so they do not see, and closed their ears so they do not 
hear.”” 
 



Paul actually combines words from Deuteronomy 29:4 and Isaiah 29:10 in 
this verse. The people of Israel had seen the wondrous miracles of God 
during the exodus from Egypt but yet refused to believe God. Secondly, 
they had also shut their ears to the voices of the prophets of God. The 
consequence was God disciplining them with the “spirit of slumber”. The 
word slumber means “stupor” or to fall asleep. This is a state of one’s 
spiritual sensitivity being dulled!!! 
 
A. It is very dangerous to resist God! As repeated abrasions will produce 
callouses on one’s hands, so the heart of a person can become similar—
hard and crusty—to the point of being totally insensitive to the voice of 
God! 
 
 
Romans 11:9-10 NLT 
“Likewise, David said, “Let their bountiful table become a snare, a trap that 
makes them think all is well. Let their blessings cause them to stumble, and 
let them get what they deserve. Let their eyes go blind so they cannot see, 
and let their backs be bent forever.”” 
 
Spiritual indifference or hard-heartedness does not end well for the person 
experiencing such a state of being. In fact, the person rejecting Christ will 
bring untold misery upon themselves just as the nation of Israel did to 
themselves. Here we see illustrated the words of God—“if you obey me, I 
will bless you; if you disobey me, I will curse you.” 
 
Please note the use of bowed backs or letting their backs be bent—Paul is 
referring to servitude. Israel, as a nation had rejected God, and so God’s 
protection of them was withdrawn while not allowing them to be totally 
destroyed. The withdrawal of God’s hand has been seen in the presence of 
anti-Semitism and immeasurable suffering. Today, Israel remains a nation 
embroiled on turmoil if not often chaos. Yet, she remains, by God’s 
sovereign election, the chosen people of God!  
 
 
THE PURPOSE OF ISRAEL’S REJECTION 
 



Romans 11:11-12 NLT 
“Did God’s people stumble and fall beyond recovery? Of course not! They 
were disobedient, so God made salvation available to the Gentiles. But he 
wanted his own people to become jealous and claim it for themselves. Now 
if the Gentiles were enriched because the people of Israel turned down 
God’s offer of salvation, think how much greater a blessing the world will 
share when they finally accept it.” 
 
Israel’s discipline by God does not equate to God’s rejection of her.  
 
Purpose: Israel’s unbelief brought salvation to the Gentiles! This will 
through jealousy lead to the return of Israel to God. This envy, while it is 
bitterness now, will ultimately draw Israel to the Messiah! Belief would 
have been a much simpler and less painful way, but the sovereign will of 
God will yet be accomplished. 
 
Isaiah 11:9 NLT 
“Nothing will hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain, for as the waters fill 
the sea, so the earth will be filled with people who know the Lord.” 
 
The picture here is that of Israel now having turned back to God and the 
result being the earth filled with followers of Christ! As scales fell from the 
eyes of Paul and he could then see clearly spiritually, so it shall be with the 
people/nation of Israel. BETTER DAYS ARE AHEAD!!! 
 
 
THE POSITION OF PAUL 
 
 
Romans 11:13-16 NLT 
“I am saying all this especially for you Gentiles. God has appointed me as 
the apostle to the Gentiles. I stress this, for I want somehow to make the 
people of Israel jealous of what you Gentiles have, so I might save some of 
them. For since their rejection meant that God offered salvation to the rest 
of the world, their acceptance will be even more wonderful. It will be life 
for those who were dead! And since Abraham and the other patriarchs 
were holy, their descendants will also be holy—just as the entire batch of 



dough is holy because the portion given as an offering is holy. For if the 
roots of the tree are holy, the branches will be, too.” 
 
Why is Paul an apostle to the Gentiles??? 
 
Acts 13:44-47 NLT 
“The following week almost the entire city turned out to hear them preach 
the word of the Lord. But when some of the Jews saw the crowds, they 
were jealous; so they slandered Paul and argued against whatever he said. 
Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and declared, “It was necessary 
that we first preach the word of God to you Jews. But since you have 
rejected it and judged yourselves unworthy of eternal life, we will offer it 
to the Gentiles. For the Lord gave us this command when he said, ‘I have 
made you a light to the Gentiles, to bring salvation to the farthest corners of 
the earth.’”” 
 
A. Paul’s work among the Gentiles was a means to an end. He was a Jew 
that desired his people to be saved. He believed that acceptance of the 
gospel by the Gentiles would provoke his own people to envy and cause 
their return to and acceptance of Christ!  
 
B. Paul did not expect every Jew to receive the gospel, but was convinced 
many would turn and be saved by faith in Christ. 
 
Romans 11:15 NLT 
“For since their rejection meant that God offered salvation to the rest of the 
world, their acceptance will be even more wonderful. It will be life for 
those who were dead!” 
 
A. Israel’s return would be as a resurrection—those who were dead are 
now made alive! This is the picture of a great revival—a mass acceptance of 
Jesus among the Jews. 
 
 
In Revelation 7, there is an interlude between the opening of the 6th and 
7th seals of judgement until God’s elect are sealed. 
 



Revelation 7:1-10 NLT 
“Then I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding 
back the four winds so they did not blow on the earth or the sea, or even on 
any tree. And I saw another angel coming up from the east, carrying the 
seal of the living God. And he shouted to those four angels, who had been 
given power to harm land and sea, “Wait! Don’t harm the land or the sea 
or the trees until we have placed the seal of God on the foreheads of his 
servants.” And I heard how many were marked with the seal of God—
144,000 were sealed from all the tribes of Israel: from Judah 12,000 from 
Reuben 12,000 from Gad 12,000 from Asher 12,000 from Naphtali 12,000 
from Manasseh 12,000 from Simeon 12,000 from Levi 12,000 from Issachar 
12,000 from Zebulun 12,000 from Joseph 12,000 from Benjamin 12,000 After 
this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and tribe and 
people and language, standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. 
They were clothed in white robes and held palm branches in their hands. 
And they were shouting with a great roar, “Salvation comes from our God 
who sits on the throne and from the Lamb!”” 
 
 
Romans 11:16 NLT 
 
“And since Abraham and the other patriarchs were holy, their descendants 
will also be holy—just as the entire batch of dough is holy because the 
portion given as an offering is holy. For if the roots of the tree are holy, the 
branches will be, too. 
 
Paul provides two illustrations to show that the Jews are not permanently 
rejected: 
 

1. Firstfruits of grain were presented to God and thus declared holy. It 
was made into dough for bread and in doing so, the whole lump was 
declared holy.  

 



1. When a root or sapling (small tree) was planted, it was dedicated to 
the Lord so that all the branches that followed were also holy. The 
firstfruits and saplings refer to the patriarchs who were set aside as 
God’s people so that the whole nation of Israel is holy—SET APART 
AS GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE).  

 
A. This does NOT mean that every biological Jew will be saved, but it does 
mean that the nation has been set aside for a special blessing—even though 
only a remnant will be receiving it. Despite all her faults, Israel is yet set 
apart by God and will be an instrument of great blessing for the rest of the 
world! 
 
 
WE CONTINUE THIS DISCUSSION NEXT WEEK LORD WILLING. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


